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qiiatnor erant ui ftiiiftro pedore pro digitis, quinta 
vero cademque maxima dcxtrum deformabat peftus, 
poUiccm recipiens. Qiiam itaquc perverfus fxt ille, 
ct dctcftandus tcnellos infantes tratlandi mos, fatis 
ille frcquens, ex fupra didis facile patebit, Ipero, 
ciiiquc. Si vero ad illos pervcniat iisec obfervatio, 
quod valde optarem, qui infantum curas gerunt, 
plureS;, puto, a vitio illo immunes prxftari in pofte- 
rum porerunt iiomines, ne prima aeitate male tradati 
hoc vcl alio modo non minus cauto, vel defiguren- 
tur y vel et tabe, vel alio morbo indc orto conluman- 
tur. Simillimam narrate obfervationem feci nupera 
hycmc in puella duorum annorum. Et uti jam 
monui in vivis ctiam corporibus animadverti fimilia. 
Cum Rachitide cceteroquin minime confundenda 
eft deformitas ifta. 

Daham Cafellis Jan. 3T. j^j^^ j^^^ ^^^^^^ 



III. tJje Operation of Lithotomy on Women, 
by Monf.h Cat. M.D. &> F.R.S, 



Tranjlated from the French by T. S. 

Head April 6. HT^HE lateral Way of cutting for the 
»749- I Stone, which I have ufcd on Mea 

fmce 1732, naturally led me, in the Year i73f, to 
cut the Widow Neel, a Farmer near Tvetot in the 
Tats de Caux in the fame manner, as has been feen 
in the Obfervatlon. In this Operation the common 
grooved Staflf fcrved me as a Director j and having 

N made 



[ 98 ] 

made the Incifion, on the left Side of the Urethra^ 
with the ft rait grooved Knife, which I ufed that Year 
in cutting Men, 1 withdrew the grooved Staff, and 
introduced the Groove of the Knife. 

Immediately after this Operation, I (hortcn'd the 
AVork, by reducing the three Inftrumcnts to two. 
For that Purpofe I contrived to add to the common 
(jorgcc A Ay iv^.i. and 2. Tab. 1. a grooved StatFjSi?. 

After placing and tying the Patient in the fame 
manner as for catting Men, I at once introduce into 
the Urethra the End B of the Gorget, which con- 
ftitutes the grooved Staff, i turn the Groove towards 
the Patient's left Buttock: On this Groove 1 pufh 
the Knife {Urethro-ctjiitome) Fig. 3. which is not 
grooved, nor fo broad as that which I made ufe of 
in 1735 on the Widow NteL Having laid open 
the Neck of the Bladder, I lay afide the Knife, and 
thriift the Gorget farther into the Bladder ^ for Ex- 
ample, as far as C. Then 1 pafs the Fore-finger on 
the Gorget into the Bladder, to dilate the Neck 1 
which done, I introduce the Gorget as far forward 
as is neceffary, and on it the Forceps. The reft of 
the Operation is performed as on Men: 

The firft of the Sex, whom I cut in this laft Me- 
thod, as appears by my Journal, is MaQ^dalen le 
Manhandli the Vais I Caux, aged k cut ia 
May 1738. I extracted a large Stone from her, and 
ihe was cured in ten Days. 

Since that time I have conftantly practifed this 
Method, which has fucceeded perfectly well. When 
the Stones were little, the Patients were cured in a 
few Days : But here is one, whofe fpeedy Cure has 
fomewhat furprilmg in it 1 inafmuch as I really be- 
lieve it the only one which has happened fo. 

Marj 
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Mary le Comte of T^iepdal Vitzt Rouetiy aged 12, 
cut the 24th of May 17 \o^ had a- Stone of a mid- 
dling Size. In three Hours fhc retained her Urine, 
fo as not to difcharge it but voluntarily. I thought 
it was the pretty common Effect of the inflamma- 
tory Swelling, which frequently happens after the 
Operation; and that the Suppuration would foon 
relax thefe Parts, and open the Wound ; but I was 
miftakcn. There was not the Icaft Suppuration. 
Mary le Comte performed all the Functions of this 
Organ, as ufual 5 and being tired of the Bed, to 
which fiiii was confined againft her Will, fhe got up 
the third Day, in good Health, without any Acci- 
dent fupervening. 

At the fame time that I was labouring to improve 
the Manner of cutting Women, and fliortcn the 
Operation, I contrived another Gorget {Fig. 4.) 
which, befides the grooved Staff of the former, con« 
tain'd within it the cutting Inftrument, which was 
to make the Incifion or Enlargement; that is to fay, 
the three Inftruments in one : And this Inftrument 
was attended with this Advantage, that it could fervc 
for Men as well as Women. One Hand is tufficient 
to perform the Operation with this Inftrument jj 
but as the other Hand became in a manner ufclcfs; 
and moreover, as it is probable that a Pcrfon can 
better depend on an Incifion made directly with the 
Hand, than on thofe which arc made by Machines 
or Springs. I have not hitherto ufcd this Inftru- 
ment 5 tho' poftibly rlie Habit I had contracted of 
ufins; the others has fome Share herein. However 
that be, I have annexed the Figu x and Defer ption 
of this Gorget, tiiat tiiofc who lake it, may make 
ufe of it, 

N 2 Ex^knation 
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Tab. L Fig. 4. 

Explanation of the Figure of the Gorget, which 
Mr. Ic Cat calls Gorgcrct Urcthro-ciflitome. 

j^y A Ring, for paiTing the middle Finger of the 
right Hand, which grafps the Handle G. 

B^ Another Ring which is Aid by the Forefinger to- 
wards ^, to pufh the Blade aby out of the Groove EI\ 
The Figure reprefents the Inflrumcnt in the State 
in which it is at the very Inftant when the Incifion is 
made into the Neck of the Bladder. The fame 
Fore finger draws the Piece B back towards A^ 
when the Operator intends to make the Blades 
return into the Groove Fh where they lie hid, 
while he introduces the Inftrument from 2), as 
far as Ff into the Urethra. 

Ihe Groove FE is clofcd or covered from d to e^ in 
order to fccure the Pieces a^ by c, dy Cy in Situation. 

The Pins, which bind the Hinges ay by Cy muft not 
be in the Center of the Pieces, but as they arc 
cxprcflcd in the Figure i where b is pretty near 
the outer Edge, and the other two/?, ^, on the op- 
pofite Sidci to the end that, when the Ring/? is 
thruft forward, the Hinge b may bend, and iflue 
out of the Groove Fy by making the Angle abc. 
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